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Notes from the President
 February 20, 2006
Ultimate Hunt Giveaway
The SHOT Show ended Sunday with the giveaway of the Outdoor Connection Ultimate Hunt Giveaway.  Terri Gilmoure, owner of Gotta Have It, Inc., from Morris, Illinois won the 8 day safari with Zulu Afrika Safaris.  Peter Ruddle from Zulu Afrika worked the OC booth with us and was able to speak with the winner before he left Sunday night to head back to South Africa.  We will work with Terri to make her (and she is graciously going to drag her husband along) reservations for her travel.  The trip giveaway went extremely well bringing lots of attention to OC during the show.  We will once again be the provider in 2007 when the SHOT Show moves to Orlando.
________________________________________________________________
Marketing Brochures
We just received a shipment of our new marketing brochure.  These brochures will help you explain who you are and what you offer to your clients.  We will be sending each of you a sample packet of them next week.  You can order additional ones while they last for 25 cents each.  They are much lighter than the catalog and go in to more detail about the services you offer versus the listing of trips in the catalog.  We want to hear your feedback on them once you receive them.

_______________________________________________________________

New Franchise Owners
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the newest member to the OC team.  Doug Shepherd of Calgary, Alberta has just joined as the second franchise owner in Canada.  Doug works in the executive offices of Scotia Bank in Calgary.  Welcome aboard Doug!

Doug Shepherd

403-471-9636

doug.shepherd@scotiabank.com
__________________________________________________
Trip of a Lifetime (TOL) &
Gun For Sale
Steve Ellenson (OC-MN) attended his local DU banquet this past weekend in celebration of landing a statewide TOL promotion in Minnesota.  As luck would have it Steve also won the dinner gun but, does not need it and would like to offer it to OC franchise owners.  Here are the details from Steve: Franchi 912 Variomax DU Edition-Never Fired NIB, 12 Gauge, 3.5” chamber, Full Max-4 Camo, Hard case w/DU Logo - $1,100/bo

David Tenney (OC-AZ) has set up the TOL program a little different for the NWTF in the state of Arizona this year.  They are limiting the tickets to 200 and selling them for $100 each.  They are then choosing 3 winners (one for a $4,000 trip, one for a $2,000 and one for a $1,000).  They are then giving the committee members who sold the three wining tickets each a $1,000 trip.  They will then still pocket $10,000 for the club and plan to use it on scholarship programs and Jake’s events.

________________________________________________________________________
.
New Lodges / Outfitters
The following is a list of outfitters that we have either approved or have the inspection trip set:

Lindsay’s Sporting Camps: www.lindsaysportingcamps.com  LSC offers hunts for whitetail deer and black bear in New Brunswick.  These hunts are guided and included lodging, meals and transportation.  We will be inspecting them on a spring black bear hunt and they will pay 15% commission.
Henik Lake Adventures: www.heniklakeadventures.com  Henik Lake is a new outfitter in Nunavut, Canada who offers caribou, musk ox and polar bear hunts.  They will be paying 15% commission and we will be inspecting this fall on a caribou hunt.  
Outdoor Allure (Gitcheegummee Guide Service): www.outdoorallure.com  Outdoor Allure offers a fishing charter service on Lake Superior's Chequamegon Bay.  They will be paying 15 % commission and we will be inspecting them this spring.
Bienville Plantation: www.bienville.com  Bienville operates a corporate style lodge in Northern Florida that offers quail hunting and lake fishing.  The owners have over 15,000 acres of land in the area which contains numerous pit lakes with awesome largemouth bass and crappie action.  They offer quail hunts for liberated and wild birds.  They will be paying 15% commission (on package rate – add daily activity rate to lodging and meals rate) and we will inspect next month on a quail/bass combo trip.  They also offer memberships and may include OC in the sales of those as well.  You will notice on their site that they offer high fence hunts as well.  They are almost done with that as they are getting back to all free range for their deer and hog.  Both deer and hog are available to members only.
________________________________________________________________

Inspection Trip Openings
Wolf Lake Lodge - The inspection trip to Wolf Lake (www.wolflake.ca) in the Yukon Territory is set for this year for the dates of either August 21-24 or August 28-31 (4 day fishing trips).  The offer from Wolf Lake to OC franchise owners is a buy one trip, get one trip free.  They have reserved the whole lodge for us so we can send four franchise owners for free as long as they have one full paying customer with them.  The rate for the four day trip is $2,400 all inclusive from Whitehorse.   

Until next time,

Marc Glades
