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Notes from the President

 March 11, 2008
 
Welcome

Outdoor Connection would like to welcome two new franchise owners to the OC team.  Andy and Scott just joined Josh Slingerland (OC-ME) this past week here at the corporate office for their initial training class.  We look forward to working with them all.  Be sure to take a minute to welcome them to the team.

Andy Thiem

St. Louis, Missouri

417-598-0305

andy@outdoor-connection.com
Scott Wallin

Moriarty, New Mexico

505-450-5652

swallin@aol.com
Convention
 
Be sure to check the Convention Update button on the home page of the agent's web site, as a new update was just posted recently.   Confirmations are now in from Ganglers’, Big Antler, Nebraska Trophy Birds and Bucks, Totem Lodges, Uhlik Outfitters, Waterfall Resort and Boulder Lake Lodge.  What a great line up of destinations you will have the opportunity to meet face to face.   See you in 36 days.  

Scott Beemer (OC-MI) is interested in ordering some of the Leatherman tools for his clients.  Since the minimum order is 24, he is wondering if anyone wants to join him in ordering and having them at convention for everyone to pick up.  If you are interested shoot Scott an e-mail or call and chat with him.
 
Top Sellers

Franchise sale standings are now posted on the agent’s web site.
Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
During the NWTF Annual Convention in Atlanta, I was able to spend some time with Todd Bunnage of Rugged Outfitting.  Todd’s booth has been located next to ours for a couple of years now at that show and although he has not needed much help with bookings, he and David Tenney have hit it off well (don’t hold that against Todd).  This year, he David and I sat down and talked about his hunts and he decided he could use some help each year and OC handling some bookings might help him stay home from a few shows each year.  Rugged offers moose, elk, whitetail, mule deer, wolf and black bear hunts northwest of Calgary, Alberta in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains.   Rugged will be paying 15% commission and we will be inspecting this fall on a moose hunt.  You can see their information on their web site at www.ruggedoutfitting.com
-----------

Also at the NWTF Convention we were able to spend some more time with Clark Jenney of Kasba Lake Lodge.  Clark spent a few days working in the OC booth.  Clark then sent us the following special last week.  He is very interested in getting OC franchise owners up to see Kasba!

KASBA LAKE LODGE SPECIAL

Kasba wants you to come and visit our World Class Lodge this summer – FREE!

Here’s the deal – we have openings for a 5 day trip for the following dates:






July 18 – 22





July 22 – 26






July 30 – Aug 3






Aug 7 – 11






Aug 15 – 19

Bring 3 guests at full price of $3,395, receive full commission of 20% on those three, and you the 4th guest comes at half price.  The commission more than offsets your half price trip.

Bring 7 guests at full price of $3,395, receive full commission of 20% on the seven, and you go FREE!  

A sizeable commission and a free trip.

Pick one of the dates you want to go then call your customers telling them you’re hosting and want them to come with you.  That’s better as they should want to go with you.

Remember: Larry Boll (OC-WI) caught a 57 pound trout on his trip to Kasba.  Anyone can be a better fisherman than Larry – he’s from Wisconsin, drinks beer, and eats cheese.  Let’s all participate in beating Larry’s big fish story.

Experience the Kasba Adventure, make money, and go FREE!
Clark Jenney

Kasba Lake Lodge 
-------------
Special for OC franchise owners from Greg Jennen of Glacier Mountain Outfitters:

Just a quick note to let you know that our May 19th-25th 2008 yacht based
black bear hunt for 4 hunters has come available again.  Though previously
unavailable this is the only slot we have left for 2008 and is right
during the meat of our spring season.  This is probably the single best
date for getting a genuine trophy coastal black bear.  As always, the hunt
is all-inclusive aboard our private yacht with 3 staterooms, 2 bathrooms
and a full-time cook.  Don't miss this opportunity as prices are going up
in 2009.   We need hunters to come in pairs or a group of 4.  Price is
$4,200 per hunter in 2008 or $4,800 per hunter in 2009.

I will let and OC franchise owner come for $2,000 on this hunt if they sell the other three spots. 

Best regards and thanks in advance, 
Greg
 

Knowing this area and having done a coastal black bear hunt of this style, I cannot imagine a better hunting opportunity exists.  I thoroughly enjoyed my hunt with NCA and this is very similar in all aspects.  Whichever OC franchise owner takes this offer will have an experience that will last a lifetime. 

Inspection Trips Needing Filled

3 Spots need filled!!!!!
We are in the time of the year that brings many new inspection trips to OC franchise owners.  The only way we can get these trips done and bring these new places on board is if we have FO’s willing to fill the spots.  We all want new and unique trips to offer, but we have to inspect them to do that.  Please take a good look at these trips as they come up and if you can take them - JUMP IN!!

The inspection trip to Cheff Guest Ranch in Montana (www.cheffguestranch.com) has been filled – thanks Trey and Ted Hickman (OC-CA).
------------
The inspection trip to Backwoods Outfitters has been set for a spring black bear hunt this spring for Terry Rheingans (OC-MN).  Thanks Terry. 

------------
The inspection trip Alaska Good Time Charters has been cancelled as of now due to lack of interest. 
------------
(ONLY 1 SPOT LEFT) The inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for a fishing trip to Grant Lake (fly in outpost camp) over the dates of May 24 – 28, 2008.  The whole cabin is set for OC to use for those dates, giving us the opportunity to send six franchise owners on the trip.  We are paying Gateway for a total of three spots, so this is a 2 for 1 deal for each OC franchise owner.  The regular rate for the 5 day trip is $1,060.  This deal makes the trip $530 per franchise owner if we get six to go.  Ted and Trey Hickman (OC-CA), Frank Calta (OC-MN), Brian Maloney (OC-IA) and Mike Wensink (OC-WI) have reserved their spots so far. 
------------
 

(2 SPOTS OPEN) If you have ever wanted to fish Alaska and be off the beaten path - here is your chance.  Join Hal Graff (OC-IL) at Nushagak River Adventures in Alaska.  NRA has offered OC the chance to send three OC franchise owners to fish for king salmon right in the heart of the run, July 10-15, 2008.  The offer is half price trips for our three franchise owners.  Additional guests (your clients) can be booked at regular price (you still get your commission) as there is still room.  Regular price on these trips is $2,800 so you will be fishing for five days for an incredible $1,400.  You fly to Dillingham and from there the float plane is included in the price.  Check out their site at www.fishthenush.com and let me know ASAP if you want to take advantage of this offer.  
OC has posted an 18% increase in sales through the first 60 days of 2008 compared to the same span in 2007!!  

Congrats OC – keep it up.
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
