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Notes from the President

 March 16, 2007
Welcome

Outdoor Connection would like to welcome our newest franchise owner, another from Up North and our first in Manitoba.  Congratulations and good luck with everything Don.

Don Plamondon

Winnipeg, Manitoba
dmphunt@mts.net
204-896-8995

TRACKS

Congratulations to Jim Vancura (OC-OR) for being hired as the new publisher of TRACKS, Outdoor Connection’s monthly newsletter.  Jim submitted a sample issue last month along with many other franchise owners and a few outside sources as well.  When the dust settled, Jim’s was chosen as the winner and he will now take over the role of publisher of TRACKS.  We look forward to Jim’s first issue next week.  Congrats Jim!

Deals

This is just a reminder that any “deal” or trip you plan to arrange for yourself to any of our outfitters needs to be coordinated with our corporate office.  If you approach an outfitter directly, it will ultimately end up in this office and we need to be prepared for the outfitter’s call.  It just happened again this week as we were contacted by an outfitter who was confused at the “deal” an OC franchise owner was trying to get him to offer.  This can hurt our relationship with outfitters if they get direct contacts from our franchise owners wanting deals made outside of the norm.  I am in no way discouraging you from booking trips for yourself to spend time with our outfitters.  I am just encouraging you to handle the booking through the proper channels and let the office communicate with the outfitter upfront.

Pics

Remember, we can always use new pictures from you and your clients to post on the rotating photo album on the home page.  Some on there now are getting a little old!
AFRICA
Brian from Two Waters Safaris also sent this e-mail this week:

I have spent the past 2 days with landowners doing game drives and scouting for quality trophy animals etc.  I was offered a bunch of non trophy animals at very good prices to hunt.  They are kudu, blue wildebeest, black wildebeest, gemsbuck, impala, blesbuck, and warthog.

I am putting out an end of season special for 2007.
Please send out to the OC agents if you think this can work.
Dates available are July 11 to 20th, July 21st to 30th, Aug 15th to 21st, Aug 23rd to 30th, Sept 1st to 10th, 11th to 20th, and 21st to 30th.

Hunt is as follows: 2 options

1>> 5/6/or 7 day hunts @ $225 per hunter, hunting 2x1

Non Trophy prices: kudu $400, gemsbuck $425, wildebeest $375, impala$200, 

blesbuck $200, warthog $190.

Observers coming will pay $85/day all inclusive.

gov tax $14/day.

or
2>>5 day package hunt for 2 hunters (10 animals)

2kudu, 2gemsbuck, 2wildebeest, 2warthog, 2duiker

hunting 2x1

$2,650 per hunter all inclusive + $70 gov. tax
 

Commissions: 15% on package price or 15% on daily rate for hunt 1. 

These are mostly old adult animals with a skew horn, broken horn or not good trophy length.

STILL NEEDED

Saskatchewan Inspection Trip

If you have a group of hunting buddies you would like to take on a hunt with you this spring let me know.  I have set the inspection trip to Mountain Creek Outfitters for the dates of May 21-26 or May 28 – June 2 on a spring black bear hunt.  If you have three clients book the trip at the rate of $2,500, your trip is free.  
2007 Convention News

Cliff Kauffman (OC-PA) is looking for someone to share a room with at the convention.  If you are looking to share a room, shoot Cliff an e-mail.

Northwest Airlines
Many of you have probably learned or read by now the new policy NWA has implemented concerning flying with firearms on their flights.  NWA/KLM now has a restriction that if passengers are flying outside of North America with a firearm, they will no longer accept a firearm case as a “free” check on piece of luggage.  Regardless of the total pieces of check on luggage, passengers will be charged the applicable excess/oversize charges based on their actual dimensions.
This will immediately affect any flyers heading to Africa, Europe, New Zealand, Australia, Argentina, etc.  To read Northwest’s clause yourself go to this link:

http://www.nwa.com/travel/luggage/specialitems.html#fire
Lodge Info.
We have just added two new outfitters to the approved lodge list this week.  Here is the information:

Cougar Mountain Outfitters – Cougar Mountain offers both mule deer hunts and cougar hunts on the Utah/Colorado line near Redvale, CO.  The outfitter came highly recommended by John Green (OC-CO) who has known of them for sometime.  They hunt cougar on the Utah side of the line and mule deer on the Colorado side.   I personally hunted with them two weeks ago on a cougar hunt in Utah.  While I did not harvest a cougar (yet) I was very impressed with the outfitter.  I only hunted three days of my seven day hunt as the conditions turned on us.  The snow completely melted and the ground was saturated.  Thus, the cats would not leave tracks in the snow at night and the ground would freeze overnight not allowing them to leave tracks in the soil.  So, I will head back in a couple of weeks to finish my hunt once the ground dries.  The mule deer hunts take place in unit 70 in Colorado which is a great unit to harvest 24”+ bucks.  You can draw the tag usually on only 1 point (I am applying to hunt with them this fall as I have a point in CO for mule deer) and if you are not successful or don’t want to mess with the draw they can get landowner tags for the hunts.  Mule deer hunts are $3,500 if you draw the tag and $5,000 if you want them to provide a landowner tag.  They do not have a web site yet (never needed one is the reason they gave) but, will be paying us 15% commission and we will put together a brochure, etc. on them.   This gives us a great option for good size mule deer with landowner tags available.  
Nebraska Trophy Bucks and Birds www.1greathunt.com  NTBB offers hunts in the Sandhills of Western Nebraska.  Whitetail and mule deer both inhabit the region and the deer tag in the area is either species.  Antelope hunts are archery only in the area and offer tremendous action with decoys and calls.  Merriam turkeys are abundant in the area and finally give us a true Merriam area to offer our clients.  Pheasant and grouse hunts are also on the agenda as are predator and prairie dog hunts.  Their prices are very affordable and these should be some very sellable hunts as all tags for all hunts are available on line without draw.  Be sure to check their site for more details.  They are in the building stages right now on the site but, it has good information to get started.  They will be paying 15% and we will inspect this year on a turkey hunt or antelope hunt.
----------
Due to a recent cancellation, Teslin Outfitters has a spot for a stone sheep hunter for this fall.  This is an awesome hunt to have come available at this late of a date (usually booked a few years out).  Here are the details:

It would be Stone sheep hunt with a base price of $10,000 US, harvest fee of $7,500 US after animal taken. Dates for the hunt are from August 19th to August 28th ,2007 - ten day hunt - hunter fly’s to camp on august 18th and return on August 29th.   Additional animals may be taken on this hunt Moose, caribou and bears!  

Thanks – Ken Reeder
------------
Battle Creek Outfitters in Oregon e-mailed the following message:

Hi Outdoor Connection:

We are still in need of 4 trophy deer hunters - $4,500 two on one, on Castle Rock lower ranch. We could also use 2 drop camp deer hunters on a 16,000 acre ranch. We have 2 landowner tags. This hunt goes for $2,500 

Thank you for your help.

Mike
Due to a significant increase in their insurance costs this year, Battle Pass Outfitters in Wyoming will be adjusting their current rates to cover part of the additional expense.  The increase are not huge but, if you had hunters apply for tags in Wyoming to hunt with Battle Pass you will need to see the rate sheet to view the adjustments.
------------
Hello Tracey,

We have just finished our wolf hunts for the winter and it was a great year.
We were 100% this year. As the wolf population continues to rise in our area, we expect to have great success in the up coming years. I am attaching a couple of photos of the wolves taken. Please forward on to your agents. 
Thank you.
 
Sherri & Greg
High Ridge Outfitters
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Have a great weekend!  I will be in New Mexico next week looking for elk outfitters!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
