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Notes from the President

 September 16, 2008
 
Welcome
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome a new member to the OC Team.  Wade Angel resides just north of Tampa, Florida.  Please take a minute to welcome Wade to the team.  

Wade Angel
Wesley Chapel, Florida

813-994-0639

wangel1@verizon.net

Office
It is starting to feel like 1999 all over again here at the office.  As you all know, Tracey is home for a month or two with her new baby, Alexa.  As of today, Anne is headed for Wyoming for her daughter’s wedding this weekend.  So, until next Wednesday when Anne returns to the office, I will be holding down camp.  E-mail will be best I am sure as much of my day is set with conference calls, etc.  I have tried to limit them this week so that I am available as much as possible.  Anyone interested in a temp position?  HA
Video on Demand
I just wanted to give a quick update on our new Video on Demand program that will be released with our new web site.  So far, six franchise owners (guinea pigs) have worked with Scott Marvin on the working details of the program.  I have had the chance to see two final products – one from Bill Bowering’s (OC-NY) trip to Cargill and one from the Wisniewksi (OC-FL) and Regel (OC-WI) trip to Boulder Lake.  I have been very impressed with both products.  While I won’t say that this program is 100% the reason the new site is taking so long, it is a very big addition to our site and I believe very well worth the wait.  I want to thank Scott for taking this project under his wing and for all of you who are participating with him to get it off the ground.  If you have are heading out on an inspection trip soon (or any OC trip for that matter), you will be receiving your VOD packet before you leave in many cases.  This program is set now to become part of the inspection trip process.  More details to come soon.
Continuing Education
Our group heading to Granite Springs for the continuing education program Oct. 26-28, 2008 now stands at 14.  We still have room for 6 more.  Graham Clark (OC-UK) has confirmed his spot and booked his airfare at this point.  If Graham can make it over from the UK to join us, so can you.  Three nights, two days – pheasant hunting, trout fishing, education, lodging, meals, beverages, and a whole lotta’ OC going on.  Grab a buddy and join this trip if you haven’t already.  
Reports and Openings
Quick message from Jim Kuhn of NTBB:

I need some help - we have an 18,000 acre ranch that has been offered to us to lease. It has excellent mule deer and has been managed for the past few years and was not hunted last fall. On this ranch, you’ll shoot something between a 150-170+ mule deer.  They shot a mid 190’s a few years back. Is there any chance of getting 10 rifle/muzzleloader hunters at this late of a date? I would prefer mostly muzzleloader hunters but, any combination that adds up to 10 total hunters would possibly work. Thanks!
p.s. muzzleloader hunts are 4 days hunting $2,000 and rifle hunts are 4 days of hunting for $2,500
------------
Quick report from one of Greg Ray’s clients who just returned from Pack String:

My Dad and I recently had the opportunity to hunt Antelope near Ramah Colorado.  We booked this hunt through Greg Ray at Outdoor Connection. We have booked several hunts with Outdoor Connection and have never been disappointed.

The Antelope hunt took place on a large private ranch (30,000+ Acres) which Pack string Outfitters had exclusive hunting rights. The accommodations were great. We stayed in a very nice cabin style bunk house. The bunkhouse had a very nice kitchen and dining area along with a nice living area complete with satellite TV. It also had a game room complete with a pool table. The food was good and all of the guys in camp were great. Patrick had facilities to skin and cape the game. He also had meat processing taken care of with a local processing plant which worked out great.

The Antelope Hunt was very challenging. The area had had quite a bit of rain the previous week so setting up on water holes was not an option. We did spot and stalk using both Antelope and cow decoys. The action was fast pace. It seemed like we were always seeing Antelope and setting up for a stalk. Since we were bow hunting we had the extra challenge of getting really close. The second day of the hunting I was able to stalk and take a very nice Antelope. The fourth day of the hunt my Dad has similar good fortune. Our guides (Aaron and Charlie) were great and worked very hard to put us within bow range. I would recommend this hunt to anyone. 

Kent 
------------
Quick report from Jim Wisniewski (OC-FL):

I just returned from 2 days with Lee Vigil of Ute Creek Outfitters and my 2 clients (Rod Allen & Robert Cole) on an Antelope hunt.  Again Lee did a great job and 2 very nice antelope were taken. This ranch is a new piece Lee has acquired on the Canadian River.  Accommodations were on the CS ranch were Lee does some elk and turkey hunt and we drove the 48 miles to the antelope hunt.  The clients were very pleased and both antelope are at the taxidermist now. 

I did video this for our video on demand project and was able to get film of one of the kills.
Jim
11 Spots Open!!!!!
(4 Spots Open) - Minnesota Walleye

The inspection trip to Hunter Winfield’s (www.hunterwinfields.com) has been set for four OC franchise owners.  The trip will be for 2 days and 2 nights.  We will arrive one evening, fish the next two days and leave after fishing on the second day.  The price will include lodging and guided fishing on the famous Mille Lacs in Minnesota.  The cost will be $150 per franchise owner.  They are open to us taking this trip anytime between now and the end of Sept.  I would like to hear from those of you interested in taking this trip and what date range works best for you.  I will then put together a group from those that have similar dates.

(1 Spot Left) – Kansas Pheasant

The inspection trip to Sagebrush Hunts has been set for Dec. 15-17, 2008.  We will arrive for dinner on the 15th and then hunt pheasant on the 16th and 17th.  We can depart after the hunt on the 17th or stay the night to depart the morning of the 18th.  Cost for this trip is $350 per person and includes two nights lodging, all meals and guided pheasant hunting.  Dan Rieves (OC-CO) and Howard Gulick (OC-KY) have confirmed the first two spots.

(3 Spots Left) – Nebraska Pheasant

The inspection trip to Pheasant Bonanza has been set for Sept. 26-28, 2008.  We will arrive for dinner on the 26th, hunt pheasant the morning of the 27th and the sporting clays course following lunch that day.  We will again hunt pheasant on the morning of the 28th and then depart after lunch.  Cost is $600 per franchise owner.  There are four spots available to sell for the same dates to clients and they are discounting those spots to $800 each.  Pheasant Bonanza is located just north of Omaha, Nebraska.  Lou Hoop (OC-TN) will be on this trip.
(3 Spots Open) – Louisiana Offshore

The inspection trip to Fish Venice is open to three OC franchise owners.  Dates can either be 1 or 2 days or an overnight trip.  I personally fished this area when we started working with 4 Reel Charters in 2004 (4 Reel recommended Fish Venice as they were partners before Hurricane Katrina).  The tuna fishing is awesome.   You will not be disappointed.  Cost to the group is $600 for a full day charter ($1,200 for two days) and $900 for an overnight trip.  This price is divisible by the number of inspectors and we need two or three to go.  Be the first to let me know you are interested and we can work with your dates.
Have a great week!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
