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Notes from the President

 September 29, 2006
Promotion, Promotion and more Promotion!
With many of your clients leaving daily now and over the next three months on their hunts, it is time again to remind you to make sure you are sending your clients out with OC logo gear.  Hats are a great way to keep your clients remembering you and also a great marketing tool when they send you your pictures.  At the corporate office we are always aware of what logo’s the clients are showing before we post their pics on the web or in the catalog(s).  Most items you can send to them for their hunts are very affordable so don’t make the mistake of not sending them something to show your appreciation for their booking.  Here was a message I received from OC’s VP, Greg Ray this week regarding pictures Larry Boll (WI) had sent through of his client upon his return:

 Marc,
 

Glad to see Larry is getting clients to wear OC apparel on their trips.  I have seen too many pictures lately with customers that do not have any OC logo's in the pictures.  The only way we will be successful in brand naming OC is if EVERYONE follows Larry's lead and has OC logo's in the pictures.  Hell, I even saw a picture this week with one of our clients in a "Cabelas" hat!  Isn't that a competitor?
 
Greg Ray

Vice President

Outdoor Connection

918 258 3057 Office

www.fishandhunttheworld.com 

New Lodges / Outfitters
I have just finalized arrangements with two new outfitters to add to our system for 2007.  These should both be welcomed additions as they offer trophy hunts in trophy areas.

Mountain Creek Outfitters – www.mtncrkoutfitters.ca  Mountain Creek offers whitetail deer and black bear hunts in Eastern Saskatchewan.  We have long needed another SK outfitter and I am proud to say this one should be exactly what we have been looking for.  They take 32 deer hunters per year and operate on over 250,000 acres.  They take a maximum of 8 hunters per week and only operate in the month of November.  Therefore, they are hunting during the rut for most of the hunts.  They average 140 class animals and take whitetails in the 170-180 range each fall.  They are usually sold out by February or March they told me so you will have to be on this one early.  Success rates are close to 75-80% annually.  Cost - $3,500 per hunter for a week long hunt.

Yesterday they called and said they just had four cancellations on whitetail hunts for November of this year.  I was able to wrangle two of them for our inspection and the other two are available to be sold.  Grab these quick if you have interested hunters.

They also hunt black bear in the spring.  They have 31 bear tags each year.  They are 100% on bear over 200 pounds since they added bear hunting to their services in 2004.  Most hunters prefer archery during the bear season and many of the bears taken here will reach P&Y standards.  The average 20% color phase as well.  This is a one bear only area.  

We will be inspecting them this fall on a whitetail hunt and they will be paying a 15% commission.  

Pink Mountain Outfitters – www.pinkmoutainoutfitters.com  Pink Mountain offers hunts on the Northeastern end of the Rocky Mountains (north of Fort St. John) in British Columbia.  They hunt numerous species and the rates are unique in that they are set on a rate and trophy fee basis.  The rates will allow you to be able to offer you clients some super buys on trophy BC hunts and then if they take an animal the trophy fee will make the rate similar to other hunts in Northern BC.  The best part is I have confirmed a 15% commission on the hunt rate and 10% commission on the trophy fee.  At the hunt rate, these hunts should be very sellable to all of your big game hunting clients.  

Their moose hunts are 95% successful and range in the mid 50’s (some over 60” taken annually).  These hunts sell for $5,600 plus a $2,400 trophy fee.  I was told this area is crawling with moose and if a hunter is patient they will have a great opportunity at a trophy moose.

Elk hunts are 100% successful for the past few years and they average 300+” as this is a 6 point only area.  

They have a mountain goat hunt that just opened for next week (Oct. 5th start date) that he is now waiving the trophy fee on entirely if someone wants to make this hunt.  100% success on billies here.

They also have a grizzly tag left for this fall that they are going to sell for $6,500 plus a $3,000 trophy fee.  The trophy fee is usually $6,000.  Bears here will range in the 8 - 9.5 foot area.  Again, they are 100% opportunity on these hunts.   They also offer whitetail, mule deer, wolf and black bear hunts. 

Again, there is a 15% commission on the hunt rate itself and then he will send a 10% commission on trophy fees that are collected upon harvest.  I have already booked a moose hunt with Pink Mountain for 2007 to inspect their operation.

Onaman River Resort – see below
Lodge/Outfitter Information
Outwest Guide Service has 4 elk spots open for the third rifle season.  He says it's one of the best hunts of the year.  It's fully guided, out of the lodge.  Arrive November 3, hunt November 4-8, and depart the afternoon of the 8th or the morning of the 9th.

The price is normally $3,950 and he will discount it to $3,600.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From Keaton Kelso at K&K Outfitters:
I had a client get in a terrible car accident and had to cancel his hunt.  I am offering a cancellation rifle hunt December 6th-10th for $2,500 plus $400 for tags and licenses.

Thanks – Keaton
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Wild Country Outfitters has two mule deer hunts open for Oct 21st.  The price is $3,000 and includes the deer voucher.  License is not included.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Report from Chris Lemke (MN):

I had a couple on a honeymoon trip just return from White River Air and Mar Mac.  They had only positives to say about the operation.  Lots of fish, nothing big, just lots of northerns up to 34 inches and walleye up to 22 inches.  They were treated great by White River Air.   – Chris
Message sent from Lee Vigil (NM) to Jason Wisniewski (FL):
Jason,
Joe London harvested day one.  He took a nice 6x6, 284" which will make the P & Y book.  Unfortunately, Rick was ruined when he had an encounter with a 350+
bull and set his mind on hunting him exclusively.  Though he did not
harvest, he did send an arrow at a lesser bull in the 320 range and nicked
him.  They both want to come back! 

Adios and off to rifle hunt them screamin' critters!

Lee
UTE CREEK OUTFITTERS

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Report from Terry Rhiengans (MN):

Hi Marc,

My client got a 275 pound black bear at Happy Landing.  He said his hunt went well.  Great food, nice accommodations, and good people  

Terry Rheingans
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Report from Jay Trudell (WI):

My moose hunters that went to Big Sand are back and had a great time! These are my very first hunting clients and I sure hope they all return as happy as these guys are!  They told me everything at Big Sand was awesome from the hunting to the guides to the camps and meals. The pictures are of Tim O’Leary and his moose of 49 1/2". He shot him at about 250 yards and said it was like aiming at a sheet of plywood. He hit 4 out of 4 shots and put him down. His partner wasn't as lucky. Big Sand is not big on primitive weapons and our other hunter confirmed why. He had a bigger moose at closer range, hit him in the shoulder with his muzzleloader and didn't get him. As a whole for that week I'm told Big Sand went 10 out of 11 with our guy being the only one empty handed.  Gotta feel for him, but he was advised not to use a muzzleloader and he's ok with that. There also was a monster 57" killed in camp that week. I will be looking forward to sending more clients to Big Sand in the future! Thanks! 

Jay Trudell

Inspection Trips / Reports
Chris Lemke (MN) and Nic Spallas (AZ) have just returned from the inspection trip to Onaman River Resort in Ontario.  They had a great time and will be posting the inspection report soon.  We will now be adding Onaman to the approved lodge list and they will be paying 20% for all hunting and fishing charters and 15% for campers or people just staying in the cabins.  You can view information about Onaman in the mean time at www.onamanriverresort.com
Be sure to check the agent site for these new inspection reports:

Pynateeah 
Business Topics

If you have not yet participated in the internet training provided by Travel Guard Insurance, we will be offering a few more sessions.  Email Tracey or Claudia to sign up.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For all of our Canada based franchise owners, there is now information about bringing guns into the USA behind the “Trip Booking” button on the agent’s web site.  If you have any questions after looking over this information just let us know.  The required time is approximately 6-8 weeks to get all paperwork filed.  This is comparable to US citizens with DUI’s paperwork procedure to cross the border into Canada.  Not a real problem as long as it is handled appropriately.  This may restrict the opportunity for last minute hunts inside of 6 weeks unless the outfitter has firearms available for rental.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you have pictures from any of your clients that you would like to see in the 2007 catalog or recent ones for the home page of the web site, please send them to the office ASAP.  Work on the catalog has began and should follow the same time table as the past with a release date in mid – December.  
In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
