[image: image1.png]



Notes from the President

 December 4, 2006
OC Forum
Catalog Information

The 2007 issue of Outdoor Connection’s Sporting Adventures has been sent to the press.  At this point we have only hit 22,100 in orders from franchise owners.  As our original bid was set at 32,500 for franchise owners we have come up close to 10,000 short.  The printer therefore has adjusted the rate and the catalogs have increased 11 cents per issue.  So, you have two choices – 1) keep your payment already made and receive a smaller number of catalogs than you ordered, or 2) take the number of catalogs you ordered and multiply by 0.11 and remit the difference to keep the same number.  You will need to notify Tracey by Wednesday December 6th with you intention or she will adjust the amount for you automatically.  
I am not sure what the decrease in orders is related to other than my guess of more of you doing business electronically and not via mail or person to person.  The 2007 catalog will be unlike any before.  The new design and layout is remarkable.  Tracey has spent a tremendous amount of hours on it and for the first time we hired a full time, professional layout designer to handle the final task as it has become daunting at 112 pages.

___________________________________
Welcome

Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the following new franchise owners to the OC team.  
___________________________________
Outfitter / Lodge Info
Chris Todd (MD) and Brian Maloney (IA) recently returned from the inspection trip to Watson’s Hunting Camp in Minnesota.  While they did harvest pheasant on their upland hunt there were a few questions still about the quality of the operation itself.  Jay and Cheri Trudell (WI) then deer hunted there a couple of weeks ago and once their report was in I sent both reports to the OC Advisory Panel for their review.  Upon their review it was almost unanimously voted to not add the services of Watson’s Hunting Camp to the OC Approved Lodge List.  I will be in contact with Watson’s and if they make the changes we deem necessary we may inspect once again in the future.  
I have just finished working with Brad Saalsaa of Alaska Wilderness Charters and Guiding (www.weguidewalaska.com) to add their services to the OC Approved List.  Brad offers many hunts from Kotzebue, which is an area we have tried to get into for a few years now.  The Western Arctic Herd of caribou is in that area and is currently numbered at 500,000 animals.  AW took 128 unguided caribou hunters in 2006 and only four did not shoot a caribou.  Two were trophy hunting for bigger than they had got before and two only lasted two days before leaving.  Pretty good average compared to caribou in a lot other places right now.  Their unguided caribou hunts are only $2,250 so these should be great sellers for us.  The average caribou shot this year was 330”+.  They shot many at or near 400 and a whooper that green scored over 450.  Guided moose hunts are 100% annually as well but, this is a draw area and hunters have a 40-50% chance to draw a tag.  Their sizes shot this year are listed on their site.  Their grizzly is also draw but, there is an 85%+ chance of drawing a tag.  These are true Arctic grizzlies as they are shot north of the Arctic Circle.  The black bear hunts take place near Ketchikan on Prince of Wales island.  The brown bear hunts take place near Illiamna.   Brad will be paying us 15% for all bookings and we will inspect next fall on a caribou hunt.     
We have a last minute opening on the Mallard Manor inspection trip set for next week.  Please respond ASAP if you can make it.  Here are the details:

Mallard Manor (www.mallardmanor.com ) is offering a 2 day/2 night
duck hunt Dec. 13 and 14 for two agents at half price (2 for 1). The
price will be $550 for the two days and includes lodging, meals, and a
morning hunt each day. Fly to Jackson or Memphis and rent a car or
arrange transportation with the lodge for an additional fee. Licenses
are not included but, will be around $50 per person.
___________________________________
Oklahoma Big Game
Calvin Taylor (OC-OK) sent me this picture of a recent hunt in Oklahoma.  Calvin is hoping to line OC with an outfitter real soon!!!!!!!!!!
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Have a great week.
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades

President
